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sermons of Dryander I found what was wanted. Gentle in
argument, he was yet convincingly clear ancl held a true
Protestant conception of Christ entirely in sympathy with my
own. His sermons were free from dogma. He made Christ
the axis of his Faith and practical Christianity the Alpha and
Omega of his doctrines. I had a great respect for ^Dryander
and, as the result of our intercourse, made up my mind to use
every means to bring him to Berlin, where he ultimately made
his influence felt through his sermons at Holy Trinity Church,
the Cathedral and the Chapel Royal. He shepherded me and
mine year in, year out, in a true Christian spirit and we had
many talks together on the duties of the Protestant Church,
its future and expansion. Dryander was a true friend to me
through weal and woe to the end of his life.

My memory conjures up a whole series of events whilst
at Bonn and I must more or less refer to them here,

In February, 1878, there was a grand double wedding in
our family, when my sister, Princess Charlotte, married the
Hereditary Prince Bernhard of Saxe-Meiningen, and Princess
Elisabeth, daughter of Prince Frederick Charles, became the
consort of the Hereditary Grand Duke Frederick Augustus
of Oldenburg.

Soon after this two abominable attempts on my grandfather's
life were made, first by Hodel on 11th May, and then by Nobiling
on 2nd June* The latter was premeditated, and struck a note
of horror in every breast. The disgrace of it: that a German
should be capable of perpetrating such a despicable outrage
on an aged man ! It was unthinkable, and the whole nation was
horrified. All my friends rushed to see me in hot haste to
offer their sympathies and hear full details, I received
permission to leave at once for Berlin, and with my parents
visited my wounded grandfather. It was a great shock to
me to see the old Emperor, to whom 1 was devoted body and
soul, lying swathed in bandages and pale as death. This
second attempt on his life completely broke up my grandfather's
health, and ho decided to appoint my father Regent*